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“Lies, Damned Lies, Statistics…” Mark Twain

As a young boy, I remember my father reciting the above Mark Twain quote frequently.  It seemed he 
was especially fond of it when watching the evening news with Walter Cronkite.  Now, the older I get, 
the more I realize the accuracy of this quote.

It is not that statistics, in and of themselves, are lies.  Statistics, if calculated correctly, are nothing more 
than mathematical facts.  It is the presentation of these statistics that can be used to support a particular 
point of view with the intent of leading the audience in one direction or another.  Take the following 
examples:

From NBC News

“U.S. leads global coronavirus death toll as total cases surpass 550,000”1 

While technically true, as the U.S. does have the most total reported deaths due to COVID-19 of any 
country in the world, it could easily have read “U.S. per capita death rate from COVID-19 one of the 
lowest in the Western World” as the U.S. per capita death rate is only 7 per 100,000 people while in Italy 
it is 34 per 100,000 and in Spain 38 per 100,000.  By no means are we saying that either statistic is 
acceptable, we merely are using it as a demonstration of the way statistics can be used to slant an 
argument.  

Same is true when hiring a real estate appraisal firm to value your assets in this difficult market time.  Is 
the firm you are considering hiring tied to a brokerage firm or is it an independent appraisal company 
that can provide you an independent valuation?  

If you need to know the true value of your real estate assets in these difficult market times, please give us 
a call at Valbridge Property Advisors.  As the largest independent appraisal firm in the United States, 
with 70+ offices, we are able to provide a valuation of your real estate whether it is located in South 
Louisiana or Washington state.  

 1 www.nbcnews.com April 13, 2020 5:51 AM article written by Linda Givetash and Lidia Sirna

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/world/u-s-leads-global-coronavirus-death-toll-cases-surpass-550-n1182396



